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John M. Mercanti Agrees to Exclusive NGC Signature Label 
Deal 

The famous designer of the American Siiver Eagie reverse and 
American Piatinum Eagie obverse wili sign NGC certification labels. 
Read this article... 

Edmund C. Moy to Autograph NGC Labels Under Exclusive 
Agreement 

The former director of the US Mint will hand sign NGC certification 
labels. 

Read this article... 

NGC and NCS Streamline 2016 Submission Process 

Updates include a combined NGC and NCS submission form and a 
new discount opportunity on NCS conservation fees. 

Read this article... 

NGC Certifies Moroccan Rarity 

NGC graders have certified a rare 1787 Moroccan 10 Mithquals. 

Read this article... 

NGC Now Recognizes Triangle in “Yuan” Reverse Varieties 
of China 1914 Dollars 

NGC recognizes the triangle in "Yuan" variety and sub-varieties that 
appear on the reverse of China 1914 dollars 
Read this article... 

Modern Chinese Varieties: 1996 Silver 5-oz 50 Yuan Unicorn 

This is the 11th installment of our monthly column featuring newly 
added varieties. 

Read this article... 

On-site Grading at FUN Show 2016 

Stop by the NGC booth (#206) to drop off your submissions for on-site 
grading and encapsulation. Ask about NGC's Evaluation Tier! 

Read this article... 

Expert to Consult at NGC Booth 

Renowned numismatist Mark Salzberg will offer free collector 
consultations at the NGC tables during the FUN Show in January. 
Read this article... 

NGC Registry News 

If you're not familiar with the NGC Registry, take some time to explore 
it and see the many collecting options that are available. 

Read this article... 
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Ancient World 

A numismatic grand tour of some of the most important — and 
mysterious — ancient monuments. What can coins teii us about the 
Seven Wonders of the Ancient Worid? 

Read this article... 

Counterfeit Detection: NGC Identifies Counterfeit Large 
Cent and Half Cent 

The newiy made counterfeits were purposely damaged in an attempt 
to disguise their false origins. 

Read this article... 

USA Coin Album: December’s Children 

No, this column is not going to be a review of a Rolling Stones album 
from 50 years ago, though it was pretty good. Instead, Tm going to 
look at some United States coins that were minted exclusively in 
December or, at least, starting in that month. 

Read this article... 

Chinese Pandas: The Panda Family Grows by Two 

By Peter Anthony 

Beijing International Coin Expo features the 2016 Panda lineup. 

Read this article... 

From the NGC Archives: 1846 O Coronet Half Eagle 

New Orleans was an important point of entry for bullion traveling into 
and out of the United States before the Civil War. 

Read this article... 

Stack's Bowers Galleries 2016 NYINC Auction to Kick Off 
the New Year 

By Stack's Bowers 

Over 2,800 lots of rare ancient coins, world coins and banknotes will 
be featured in Stack’s Bowers Galleries Jan. 8-9 New York 
International Numismatic Convention (NYINC) auction. 

Read this article... 
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John M. Mercanti Agrees to 
Exclusive NGC Signature Label 
Deal 


Posted on 12/14/2015 

The famous designer of the American Silver Eagie reverse and American 
Platinum Eagle obverse will sign NGC certification labels. 

John M. Mercanti, the 12th Chief Engraver of the US Mint, has agreed to 
individually hand sign certification labels exclusively for Numismatic Guaranty 
Corporation (NGC). The most famous US coin engraver of the modern era, 
Mercanti is best known as the designer of the reverse of the extremely popular 
American Silver Eagle coin. 

Mercanti was incredibly prolific during his 36 year 
tenure at the US Mint, which lasted from 1974 until 
his retirement in 2010. He designed well over 100 
coins and medals—more than any other employee 
in the history of the US Mint. 

Many of these coins and medals are among 
today’s most recognized and widely collected US 
modern coins. Besides the American Silver Eagle, 

Mercanti designed the obverse of the American 

Platinum Eagle, which has been used for all four denominations since the 
program’s inception in 1997. 

He also designed eight commemorative coins, including the 1984 Olympic Gold 
$10, the 1986 Statue of Liberty Silver $1, the 1989 Congress Bicentennial Gold 
$5, the obverse of the 1990 Eisenhower Centennial Silver $1, the obverse of the 
1991 Mount Rushmore Gold $5, the obverse of the 1991 Korean War Memorial 
Silver $1, the obverse of the 2005 John Marshall Silver $1 and the 2007 





Jamestown Silver $1. 
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Mercanti adapted the designs for the five states 
in the groundbreaking 50 State Quarters 
Program: Arkansas, Iowa, North Carolina, 

Pennsylvania and West Virginia. His work with 
US Mint Medals included several Congressional 
Gold Medals, President George H.W. Bush’s 
1989 Inaugural Medal, the reverse of the 1991 
Persian Gulf War Medal and the 1992 White 
House Bicentennial Medal. 

In recognition of his decades of outstanding work, 

Mercanti was appointed the 12th Chief Engraver 

of the US Mint by Mint Director Edmund C. Moy “ —- 

in 2006. The position had previously been vacant 

for 15 years after Elizabeth Jones retired. NGC also has an exclusive 

arrangement for Jones to individually hand sign NGC certification labels. 



After his retirement from the US Mint, Mercanti has continued to be actively 
involved in numismatics. In 2014 he created an Australian Wedge-Tailed Eagle 
design for the Perth Mint, which is now used for an annually issued series of silver 
and gold coins. Mercanti also wrote American Silver Eagles, A Guide to the U.S. 
Bullion Coin Program with Michael “Miles” Standish, an NGC vice president. Two 
editions of that book have already been printed. 

As part of his exclusive agreement with NGC, Mercanti will individually hand sign 
NGC certification labels that will be encapsulated with a variety of modern coins. 
These Mercanti-signed NGC labels will be available from select retailers starting 
next month. 




“I am honored to be associated with NGC, the 
hobby’s premier third-party coin grading company,” 
says Mercanti. “I am very excited and look forward 
to working with them on a variety of future 
programs.” 

“John Mercanti’s impact on the world of modern 
coins can hardly be overstated and it is an honor 
that he has agreed to work exclusively with NGC on 
a hand-signed label program,” adds Steven R. 
Eichenbaum, CEO of NGC. “These limited-edition 
labels enhance the presentation of modern coins 
and add a personal touch from this living legend.” 



Mercanti joins Edmund C. Moy, the 38th Director of the US Mint, and Elizabeth 
Jones, the 11th Chief Engraver of the US Mint, who have also agreed to sign 
certification labels exclusively from NGC. 
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Edmund C. Moy to Autograph 
NGC Labels Under Exclusive 
Agreement 

Posted on 12/7/2015 


The former director of the US Mint wiii hand sign NGC certification iabeis. 

Edmund C. Moy, the 38th Director of the US Mint, will individually autograph 
labels for Numismatic Guaranty Corporation® (NGC®) under an exclusive 
arrangement. Moy served from 2006 to 2011 as Mint Director, a position which 
has since been vacant. 

Prior to his appointment as Director of the US Mint, 

Moy was a member of the White House staff and 
worked for nearly six years as a Special Assistant 
to the President for Presidential Personnel, tasked 
with recommending candidates to serve in the 
Cabinet department and independent agencies. 

Moy was at the White House during the September 
11 attacks and was subsequently privileged to be a 
part of the efforts to form the US Department of 
Homeland Security. 

A coin collector for most of his life, Moy first became fascinated by different coin 
designs when he worked the cash register at his parents’ Chinese-American 
restaurant in Waukesha, Wisconsin. His appointment as Director of the US Mint 
fulfilled a childhood dream and put Moy at the helm of the world’s largest 
manufacturer of coins and medals. 





In Moy’s first year as Director, the US Mint struck 
16.2 billion coins for circulation and sold $1.04 
billion in numismatic collectibles. As one of the 
few profitable US government agencies, the US 
Mint transferred $750 million to the General Fund 
of the US Treasury that year. 

Moy led the US Mint at a time when it launched 
many exciting new coins for collectors. His term 
started just as the Mint was releasing the hugely 
popular 20th Anniversary Silver and Gold Eagles. 

During his tenure, the US Mint would experiment 
with other new coins and series aimed at 
increasing interest in modern coin collecting, including Reverse Proof finishes, the 
2009 Ultra High Relief $20 and other interesting issues. Moy also oversaw the 
launch of the Presidential Dollar program in 2007 and the America the Beautiful 
Quarters program in 2009 as well as completion of the monumental 50 State 
Quarters program. 



Near the end of his five year term he left his position as Director of the US Mint to 
become an executive with a publicly-traded energy firm. A lifelong coin collector, 
however, Moy quickly got involved in numismatics again and in 2013 he wrote the 
reference book American Gold and Platinum Eagles. 


Moy has now partnered with NGC to create 
limited-edition certification labels that will be 
individually hand-signed by the former Mint 
Director. These autographed labels will be 
encapsulated with modern coins to create a 
distinctive and attractive presentation. 

“I am very pleased to join NGC and work with 
the great team they have put together. NGC’s 
reputation for quality, integrity and attention to 
the customer meets my high standards. I look 
forward to providing my signature exclusively to 
NGC and exploring other opportunities to grow 
the coin collecting hobby.” 



“Ed Moy helped to elevate and expand the hobby of modern coin collecting during 
his tenure as US Mint Director,” says Steven R. Eichenbaum, CEO of NGC. “We 






are very grateful that he has agreed to work with NGC to create this exciting 
autographed label program.” 

Moy joins Elizabeth Jones, the 11th US Mint Chief Engraver, who has also agreed 
to sign certification labels exclusively from NGC. 
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NGC and NCS Streamline 2016 
Submission Process 


Posted on 12/15/2015 

Updates include a combined NGC and NCS submission form and a new discount 
opportunity on NCS conservation fees. 

Numismatic Guaranty Corporation (NGC) and Numismatic Conservation Services 
(NCS) have announced a streamlined submission process and other customer 
friendly improvements that will take effect January 1, 2016. NGC and NCS are 
independent members of the Certified Collectibles Group (CCG). 

The companies have combined their submission process so that only a single 
form is needed for NGC grading and NCS conservation. Submissions to both 
companies can be made at the same time, to the same address, and there will no 
longer be separate billing from NGC and NCS. Professional conservation by NCS 
will continue to be an optional service but it will now be easier for customers to 
submit to NCS. 

In addition, the Standard Conservation service from NCS will no longer have a 
separate 1% Evaluation fee. If NCS believes that a coin submitted under this 
service will benefit from conservation, it will charge a flat 5% of the coin’s fair 
market value. If NCS believes that a coin submitted under this service will not 
benefit from conservation, no NCS fee will be charged and the coin will be 
transferred directly to NGC for grading. 

Effective January 1,2016, NGC Elite Collectors Society members will receive a 
10% discount on NCS conservation services to match the 10% discount that they 
currently receive on NGC grading tiers (excludes bulk submission fees and on-site 
grading services). To learn more about the NGC Collectors Society and to join or 
upgrade, click here. 

NGC will also make a few changes to the retail pricing for several of its grading 




and service tiers. A complete summary of NCS and NGC changes is listed below: 


NCS Conservation Fee Changes (Effective January 1, 2016) 

• NCS Standard Conservation - Fee changed to 5% Fair Market Value ($25 
minimum fee) (NGC grading fees additional). If NCS believes that 
conservation will not benefit a coin submitted under the Standard 
Conservation service, it will be transferred to NGC for grading and only the 
NGC grading fees will apply. 

• NCS Modern Value - Fee changed to $28. (NGC grading fees included) 

NGC Grading Fee Changes (Effective January 1, 2016) 

• Modern Tier (US Coins Only) - Fee changed to $16 

• Economy Tier (US Coins Only) - Fee changed to $20 

• Vaiue Tier (World Coins Only) - Fee changed to $20 

• High Value WalkThrough and Unlimited Vaiue WalkThrough - Tiers 
combined as Unlimited Value WalkThrough and fee changed to $100 + 1% 
Fair Market Value ($2,500 maximum fee) 

NGC Services Fee Changes 

• Special Label / Designation (Early Releases, First Releases, etc.) - Fee 
changed to $15 

• NGC Oversize Hoider (for coins over 45mm in diameter and/or 9mm thick) 
- Fee changed to $25 

• Double Thick Holder (for coins 4.5mm to 8.5mm thick and less than 45mm 
in diameter) - A new NGC service with a fee of $5 

• NGC Oversize ReHolder - Fee changed to $25. (Maximum coin value of 

$ 10 , 000 ) 

NGC Ancients Fee Changes 

• Ancients Express - Fee changed to $80 

• Ancients Ultra Rarities - Fee changed to $100 + 1% Fair Market Value 
($2,500 maximum fee) 

• Double Thick Holder (for coins 4.5mm to 8.5mm thick and less than 45mm 
in diameter) - Fee changed to $5 

NGC Elite Collectors Society members also receive a 10% discount on NGC 

Ancients grading tiers. 

The above changes apply to direct submissions to NGC and NCS at their US 



offices and will be effective January 1, 2016. Updated submissions forms will be 
available on the NGC website or by contacting NGC Customer Service. All coins 
shipped to NGC and NCS after December 31, 2015, must be accompanied by the 
new submission forms. Please note that if an NCS conservation service is 
selected it applies to all coins on the form. Use a separate submission form for 
coins that are graded by NGC only. 

Questions? Please contact NGC Customer Service at 1-800-NGC-COIN (642- 
2646) or Service@NGCcoin.com. 

NGC Collectors Society paid members can submit their coins directly to NGC and 
NCS. Not an NGC Collectors Society member? Paid memberships start at just 
$39/year. Join now! 
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NGC Certifies Moroccan Rarity 


Posted on 12/17/2015 


NGC graders have certified a rare 1787 Moroccan 10 Mithquals. 

The Morocco AH1201 (1787 AD) 10 Mithquals (or 10 Riyals) coin is a rarity with 
great historical significance. With an estimated ten surviving examples (and only a 
few of these available for private ownership), this coin is highly coveted by 
collectors. 


The coin’s design features the AH date of 1201 displayed prominently on the 
obverse and the word “Madrid” in Arabic above the date to denote the mint. The 
reverse has a stylized design with an Arabic inscription. 




Morocco AH1201(1787 AD) 10 Mithquals Graded NGC XF 45, obverse (left), reverse (right) 

Click images to enlarge. 


Under Sultan Mohammad III (AH1171-AH1204/1757-1790 AD), Morocco sent 
gold bullion stored at Tangier, Morocco to Madrid, Spain, to be struck into 
circulating coinage for Morocco. This event combined two historical “firsts” - it 
represented the first time that Moroccan coinage was struck by a European mint; 








and these pieces were also the first machine-struck coins produced for Morocco. 


While the order for the coinage was authorized in January of 1787, production 
didn’t start until September of 1787 due to design modifications ordered by 
Mohammad III. The mintage of 10,000 pieces was struck entirely from the gold 
provided by Morocco. However, before the coins arrived from Spain, Mohammad 
III died (on April 9, 1790). Morocco was now under the rule of Yazid, the son of 
Mohammad III, who unfortunately had objections to these coins. 



Morocco AH1201(1787 AD) 10 Mithquals Graded NGC XF 45, obverse (left), reverse (right) 

Click images to enlarge. 


Yazid, who had previously attempted to dethrone his father, wasn’t keen on 
issuing coins under the name of his father. Indeed, Yazid’s attitude towards the 
Spanish can be described as hostile at best. Additionally, the fact that these coins 
featured the name of their mint, Madrid, did not make Yazid enthusiastic about 
issuing these coins. The few coins that had been issued were recalled, and those 
that hadn’t were melted for their gold content. 

It is believed that fewer than ten of these coins still exist. Of these, four specimens 
have appeared in auction since 2003, including this piece, which has been 
auctioned more than once. 

This coin, which has been graded NGC XF 45, is the second example to have 
been certified by NGC. The grade of NGC XF 45 indicates that it circulated at 
some point in the past, which demonstrates that, despite being quickly recalled, 
some of these coins were used in commerce. This only adds to the appeal of 
these rare and historically significant pieces. 
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NGC Now Recognizes Triangle 
in “Yuan” Reverse Varieties of 
China 1914 Dollars 


Posted on 12/17/2015 

NGC recognizes the triangle in "Yuan" variety and sub-varieties that appear on 
the reverse of China 1914 dollars 

The Year 3 (1914) Yuan Shikai dollar (the so-called “Fatman Dollar”) has dozens 
of popular varieties that interest collectors. This is due to many factors - it was 
produced at many mints and was restruck in 1949 (again at many mints). A 
distinguishing factor between the 1949 restrikes and that of the original 1914 
strikes is that, on the reverse of the coin, the Chinese character “Yuan” is either 
open or closed off to look like a triangle. The closed triangle version of the 
character is known to be a feature solely seen on the restrike issues of 1949. 



1914 Dollar "Normal" Yuan 


Click image to enlarge 


The Year 3 (1914) dollars also feature several sub-varieties besides the main 
“triangle” variety. Like some of the original Year 3 (1914) dollars, some of the 1949 
restrike coins also have a circlet inside the left ribbon of the bow on the reverse. 



These were done at a branch mint and today are prized by collectors whether or 
not the “Yuan” symbol is the closed-off triangle variety. 

Additionally, the coin can often be found with a variety where the stars on the 
badge of Yuan Shikai have been re-cut. Finally, there is also another popular 
variety where the coin features much bolder leaves and larger Chinese characters 
on the reverse. 

The following varieties are now recognized by NGC: 

1914 Triangle in Yuan 




1914 Triangle in Yuan; Closeup of Triangle in Yuan (right) 
Click images to enlarge. 


1914 Triangle in Yuan Recut Stars 



1914 Triangle in Yuan Circlet in Ribbon 











Circlet in Ribbon Normal Yuan (left); Circlet in Ribbon Triangle in Yuan (right) 

Click images to enlarge. 


1914 Triangle in Yuan Bold Leaves 



1914 Triangle in Yuan Bold Leaves (left); Normal (right) 
Click image to enlarge. 
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Modern Chinese Varieties: 1996 
Silver 5-oz 50 Yuan Unicorn 


Posted on 12/17/2015 

This is the 11th instaiiment of our monthiy coiumn featuring newiy added varieties. 

This month’s featured coin is the 1996 Silver, 5oz, 50 Yuan Unicorn Proof coin. 
The reverse of the coin bears the image of the western Unicorn (seated) with 
maiden. The Unicorn can be found with and without beard. 

This is an example of the Unicorn “with beard." (Photos 1 & 2). 



(Left) 1996 Silver 50 Yuan Unicorn ("With beard" Variety), (Right) Close Up ("With beard" Variety) 

Click images to enlarge. 


This is example shows the Unicorn “without” beard. (Photos 3 & 4). 





(Left) 1996 Silver 50 Yuan Unicorn ("Without beard" Variety), (Right) Close Up ("Without beard" Variety) 

Click images to enlarge. 


Both varieties share a common obverse shown below (Photo 5). 



Click image to enlarge. 


Look for another interesting variety to be featured next month. 
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On-site Grading at FUN Show 

2016 


Posted on 12/8/2015 

Stop by the NGC booth (#206) to drop off your submissions for on-site grading 
and encapsulation. Ask about NGC's Evaluation Tier! 

NGC will offer on-site grading and encapsulation of US coins* at the FUN Show, 
in Tampa, FL from Thursday, January 7, 2016 to Friday, January 8, 2016 at 
12:00 p.m. Regular submissions will be accepted until 12:00 p.m. on Sunday, 
January 10. Cut off times may change due to submission volumes. NGC will 
be at booth 206. 


NGC's Evaluation Tier 

is available for all on-site grading submissions of US coins! 

Click here for details. 

All coins certified or reholdered by NGC at shows receive the Scratch-Resistant 
EdgeView® Holder. 

On-Site Services include : 


Gold Special $40 per coin 

Gold coins valued at $3,000 or less (10-coin minimum). 


Value WalkThrough 

$65 per coin 

Coins valued at $3,000 or less. 



WalkThrough 

$100 per coin 

Coins valued at less than $100,000. 



Expedite WalkThrough $200 per coin 

Four-hour turnaround, coins valued at less than $100,000. 


$100 + 1 % 

High-Value WalkThrough NGC Price 
















Guide** per 
coin 

Four-hour turnaround, coins valued at $100,00 or more. 
{**$2,500 maximum fee per coin.) 


Show ReHoider $15 per coin 

A coin in a scratched, chipped or older-generation NGC 
holder is placed in a new Scratch-Resistant EdgeView 
Holder. 


NCS Crossover $10 per coin 

A coin in an NCS holder is NGC Details Graded. 


Evaiuation Tier On-site Submissions at the FUN Show : 

(NGC or PCGS Holdered Coins only) 



$65 per coin 


+1%NGC 

Value WalkThrough 

Price Guide if 


coin 


upgrades 

Coins valued at less than $3,000. 



$100 per coin 


+1%NGC 

WalkThrough 

Price Guide if 


coin 


upgrades 

Coins valued at $3,001 to $100,000. 



$200 per coin 
+1%NGC 

High-Value WalkThrough 

Price Guide if 
coin 

upgrades 

Four-hour turnaround, coins valued at $100,001 to 

$200,000. 




$500 per coin 
+1% NGC 

Unlimited Value WalkThrough 

Price Guide if 
coin 

upgrades 

Four-hour turnaround, coins valued at $200,001 to 

$500,000. 



Questions should be directed to NGC customer service at service@NGCcoin.com 
or 1-800-NGC-COIN (642-2646). 














Most coins submitted for on-site grading are returned within 24 to 48 hours, 
except for expedited services, which are completed within four hours. 


NGC Show Representatives will also be accepting submissions for all service 
levels to be sent to our office in Sarasota, FL. These include World services. 
Ancient Coin services. Early Bird, Economy, Bulk, Special Designations, PHOTO 
PROOF® and more! 

Special Note: 

• Due to the special handling required, NGC does not accept submissions of 
the following coins at this show for regular service submissions to be 
returned to the NGC offices: Coins over 3.5" (90 mm) in diameter and .39" 
(10 mm) in depth, 3-coin March of Dimes set. Silver Proof set. West Point 2- 
coin set, San Francisco 2-coin Proof set. Coin & Currency sets, 25th 
Anniversary Eagles, 20th Anniversary Eagles, Early Releases, American 
Liberty Series and 10th Anniversary Platinum Sets. These submissions must 
be sent directly to Sarasota, FL, by the submitter. 

• The $5 Crossover special does not apply for on-site grading. 

Visit our table for answers to any questions about the services offered by NGC. 
Please remember that NGC does not provide opinions or free evaluations of coins 
at trade shows. 

*Does not include 5-ounce coins. 

NGC is the official grading service of the ANA and PNG. 
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Expert to Consult at NGC Booth 


Posted on 12/17/2015 

Renowned numismatist Mark Salzberg will offer free collector consultations at the 
NGC tables during the FUN Show In January. 

NGC will be offering free one-on-one consultations with a renowned numismatist 
at the NGC booth (#206). He will be providing expert insights into a coin's grade 
and surface condition for up to three of your coins. Evaluations are limited to the 
times listed below on a first come, first serve basis. 


Mark Salzberg 



Thursday, January 7, 
2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 


Even just a few 
minutes with Mark 
Salzberg can change a 
collector’s perception 
of what factors are 


important in determining a coin’s grade and what makes 
a coin special. The legendary coin grader and chairman 
of NGC is the industry’s leading authority on 
professional coin certification, having personally graded 
nearly every significant collection and rarity to come to 
market in the past two decades. 

By examining your coins, he’ll help you understand why 
and how a coin’s grade is determined. He can explain 
why a grade already assigned to a coin is correct (or 
not!) or why a particular coin might be ineligible for 
certification. The goal of these consultations is to 







highlight what’s most important about grading the series 
that you collect, to help you build the best collection 
possible. 


Since time is limited, NGC requests that you have three coins pre-selected and 
ready for examination. Coins to be evaluated may be raw (uncertified) or certified 
and encapsulated. Please visit the NGC booth during the show with questions 
about these consultations and other services offered during the convention. 


Articles List 


NGC is the Official Grading Service of 


NGC is an Approved Grading Company of 


AMERICAN 

NUMISMATIC 

ASSOCIAl ION 



SIXBID.COM 


ebay catawiki view ah > 


oo®o® 

SNCS’ ®PMG’ SCGC sees SASG' 



COLLECTORS 

SOCIETY 


Careers Legal Privacy Policy Security Center Sitemap Terms Affiliates Contact 


© 2018 Numismatic Guaranty Corporation 


= United States 








Sign In 


^NGC 


out Coin Grading NCS Conservation Submit News Resources 


NGC Registry News 


Posted on 12/17/2015 


If you're not familiar with the NGC Registry, take some time to explore it and see 
the many collecting options that are available. 

The annual awards deadline of December 2nd has 
come and gone! We are gratified to witness the 
amount of energy and time that so many of you 
devoted to the NGC Registry in 2015. It is such 
dedication that has built the foundation of the NGC Registry, enabling it to be the 
outstanding showcase that it is today. Please click here for more specifics about 
the awards: NGC Registry Awards 2015. 

The requests for new slot additions and additional sets have not stopped. Thank 
you for your support! Now that the deadline of December 2nd has passed, we are 
starting to make additions again. We are truly excited to add even more options to 
the NGC Registry in 2016. 

For those of you who are looking for new set options, we have added countless 
new sets recently. Here are the new categories and sets, just waiting to be filled: 



New NGC Categories 

• Keeling - Cocos Islands 

• Honduras 

• Azores & Terceira Island 

New Sets 

• Angola: Type Set, 1752-1809, Circulation Issue 

• Azores: 1750-1866, Complete Circulation Issue 

• Azores & Terceira Island: 1829-1830, Complete Circulation Issue 

• Belgium: Silver 10 Euros, 2002-Date, Proof 




• Finland: Silver 10 Euros, 2002-Date, Proof 

• Greece: Gold 100 Euros, 2004-Date, Proof 

• Honduras: Lempira, 1931-1937, Circulation Issue 

• India - Republic: Rupee, 1962-Date, Proof 

• India - British Colony: Edward VII, 1/4 Anna, 1903-1910, Circulation Issue 

• India - British Colony: George VI, 1/4 Anna, 1938-1942, Circulation Issue 

• India - British Colony: 1/2 Rupee, 1835-1840, Circulation Issue 

• India - British: Rupee, 1835-1840, Circulation Issue 

• India - British: Rupee, 1835-1840, Complete Proof 

• India - British: Rupee, Victoria I, 1840-1901, Complete Proof, Including 
Varieties 

• India - British: Rupee, Edward VII, 1903-1910, Complete Proof 

• India - British: Rupee, George V, 1911-1936, Complete Proof 

• India - British: Rupee, George VI, 1938-1947, Complete Proof 

• India - Portuguese: 1901-1904, Type Set, Circulation Issue 

• India - Portuguese: 1912-1952, Type Set, Circulation Issue 

• India - Portuguese: 1958-1961, Type Set, Circulation Issue 

• Macau: Silver 100 Patacas, Lunar Series I, 1979-1990, Proof 

• Macau: Silver 100 Patacas, Lunar Series II, 1991-2002, Proof 

• Macau: Silver 100 Patacas, Lunar Series III, 2003-2014, Proof 

• Macau: Silver 100 Patacas, Lunar Series IV, 2015-2026, Proof 

• Macau: Gold, 250 Patacas, Lunar Series I, 1991-2002, Proof 

• Macau: Gold, 250 Patacas, Lunar Series II, 2003-2014, Proof 

• Macau: Gold, 500 Patacas, Lunar Series I, 1991-2002, Proof 

• Macau: Gold, 500 Patacas, Lunar Series II, 2003-2014, Proof 

• Macau: Gold, 1000 Patacas, Lunar Series I, 1980-1991, Proof 

• Macau: Gold, 1000 Patacas, Lunar Series II, 1992-2003, Proof 

• Macau: Gold, 1000 Patacas, Lunar Series II, 2004-2015, Proof 

• Malta: Silver 10 Euros, 2008-Date, Proof 

• Mexico Gold 1/10 Onza 1991-Date Mint State 

• Mexico Gold 1/4 Onza 1981-Date, Mint State 

• New Zealand, S$1, 2003-Date, Proof 

• Niue: Silver $5, 2012-Date, Circulation Issue 

• Philippines: Silver Commemoratives, 1947-1999, Circulation Issue 

• Philippines: Gold Commemoratives, 1970-1999, Proof 

• San Marino: Silver 10 Euros, 2002-Date, Proof 

• Slovakia: Silver 10 Euros, 2009-Date, Proof 

• Slovakia: Silver 20 Euros, 2009-Date, Proof 

• S. Africa- Republic: Gold 10 Rand, 2002-Date, Proof 

• US: Kennedy Half Dollars, 1964-Date, Silver Issues, Complete 

• US: Dimes: Early Dimes, 1796-1837, Circulation Issue, Including Varieties 






• US: Tokens and Medals: Coin and Chronicle Set Medals, 2013-Date, 
Complete 

• Vatican: Pius XI, Type Set, 1922-1939, Circulation Issue 

• Vatican: Pius XII, Type Set, 1939-1958, Circulation Issue 

Do you have an NGC-certified coin in your hand, and you’re not sure where it may 
fit in the NGC Registry? We are here to help with requests and with other 
questions you may have. Feel free to send us an email, and let us know exactly 
how we can help. Reach us easily via email at registry@NGCcoin.com 

If you're not familiar with the NGC Registry, take some time to explore it, and see 
the many collecting options that are available. It is completely complimentary. If 
you have any questions, you may also click below for our help page: 

NGC COLLECTION MANAGER and REGISTRY HELP — Table of Contents 
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NGC Ancients: Collecting the 
Seven Wonders of the Ancient 
World 


Posted on 12/17/2015 

A numismatic grand tour of some of the most important — and mysterious — 
ancient monuments. What can coins tell us about the Seven Wonders of the 
Ancient World? 

In collecting ancient coins, there are countless avenues to explore. One can 
curate an impressive collection according to personal interests. Consider for 
example a collection built around the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. These 
seven structures make up an unofficial official list compiled in the 2nd century B.C. 
to highlight the architectural mastery of ancient cultures. 

Six of these seven original wonders no longer exist, which makes a coin collection 
focused on them even more intriguing. In fact, coins have been instrumental in the 
pursuit of reconstructing the Seven Wonders. They sometimes help us better 
understand what they looked like and appreciate why they were so meaningful to 
these ancient cultures. 

The Statue of Olympian Zeus. Sculpted by Phidias in the 5th century B.C, the 
statue of Zeus was the ivory and gold talisman of the sanctuary at Olympia. 
Olympia was a major religious center, the proverbial “hub of Hellas” which hosted 
the Olympic Games every four years. At the center of this city was a massive 
Doric temple, which boasted within its walls a wonder of the world. 



stater of Olympia showing Zeus and an eagle, struck c.276-260 B.C. 

Click image to enlarge. 



Another Olympic stater, showing Hera, issued in the mid-4th Century B.C. 

Click image to enlarge. 


Olympia was a bustling and wealthy center at which two mints struck silver coins 
bearing the images of Zeus and his consort Hera; one of each is shown above. 
Though the original statue of Phidias is no longer extant, its portrait is believed to 
be preserved on silver staters issued for the 91st Olympiad, held in 416 B.C., one 
of which is shown below. Here, the god wears an olive leaf crown like the statue 
rather than the laurel wreath that appeared on subsequent issues. And so the 
obverse image of Zeus is believed to be a representation of the statue itself. 



This stater, perhaps, shows an accurate representation of 
the head of Phidias’ Zeus. Click image to enlarge. 


The Temple of Artemis at Ephesus. Olympia was to Zeus as Ephesus was to 
the goddess Artemis. Ephesus, located in western Anatolia, remained an 
important site for religious pilgrimage for close to 1,000 years during the eras of 
the Greeks and Romans. The ancient sanctuary played host to the kings Croesus 
and Alexander the Great, as well as to many Roman emperors, and even Paul the 
Apostle. 

The 4th century B.C. temple to Artemis was one of the most spectacular buildings 
in the Hellenistic sphere. The sanctuary’s significance to the Greeks and the 
Romans is frequently reflected on Roman coins. Its image on coins has proven 
useful for understanding the structure, which today exists in only a few fragments. 



Hadrian and the Temple of Artemis at Ephesus. 
Click image to enlarge. 


For example, it appears on the reverse of a medallic bronze (above) minted at 
Ephesus for the Emperor Hadrian (A.D. 117-138), on which the temple has eight 
frontal columns and the cult statue inside. It incorporates a few unique elements 
of the building ornate decorative sculpture and sculpted column drums. The small, 
round detail at the apex of the roof is believed to be an image of Medusa, whose 
image protected the sanctuary. 



Claudius and the Temple of Artemis at Ephesus. 
Click image to enlarge. 


On the silver cistophorus (above) minted nearly a century earlier under the 


















Emperor Claudius (A.D. 41-54) the temple is shown with just four Ionic columns 
with scroll capitals. Square shapes that appear in the pediment (the triangular 
space under the roof) are believed to represent windows. This hypothesis is 
bolstered by Pliny’s record of a staircase inside the temple that aided in the cult 
ritual of epiphany. Windows and stairs were unconventional for a Greek temple, 
but not out of character for a temple in Asia Minor. In fact, a Temple of Artemis in 
nearby Magnesia ad Maeandrum incorporated a window in the pediment. 

The Colossus of Rhodes. Not far from Ephesus, just off the southwest coast of 
Asia Minor, was the island of Rhodes, home to the giant Colossus. Construction of 
this bronze statue, which depicted the Sun God Helios, perhaps began in 280 
B.C. to commemorate the defeat of the Greek King Antigonus Monopthalmus. It 
stood at the entrance to the city’s harbor as a reminder of victory and freedom 
from tyranny. 

Many coins from Rhodes feature the image of Helios, as he was a patron god of 
the island. However, some scholars believe that silver didrachms attributed to 
around 280 B.C. represent the head of the statue specifically (see illustration 
below). These coins show Helios in profile wearing a radiate crown, which is 
markedly different from contemporary issues that portray Helios with a bare head 
facing frontward (also below). The crowned-head series was short-lived, perhaps 
minted only around the time of the construction of the statue. 



A head of Helios, perhaps inspired by the Colossus of Rhodes? 
Click image to enlarge. 



Another head of Helios from Rhodes, seemingly 
a generic representation of the god. Click image to enlarge. 


The Lighthouse of Alexandria. The Lighthouse - or Pharos - of Alexandria was 
built at the mouth of the River Nile on the Mediterranean perhaps as early as 280 
B.C. As a valuable navigational aid, it stood for more than a millennium, until it 
was toppled by earthquakes in the early 14th century. Here again, Roman coins 
document the image of the Pharos with great refinement. These coins often use 
the Pharos to symbolize a powerful navy and a growing empire. For example, it 
features prominently on the reverse of a copper drachm minted in A.D. 133 for the 
Emperor Hadrian. The Pharos is depicted with Isis, the patron goddess and 
keeper of the lighthouse. 



The Pharos appears before the figure of the goddess Isis, 
who holds a billowed sail. Click image to enlarge. 


The coin above reveals the general design of the monument: a tower with an 
entrance at the base, small windows that scale the sides, and a lantern room on 
top adorned with three large statues. The shape of the statues and the maritime 
nature of the monument suggests that they represent the sea gods Triton and 
Poseidon. 




This bi-metallic medallion of Commodus shows the Pharos 
within a maritime composition. Click image to enlarge. 


A much more elaborate item, a medallion issued by the Emperor Commodus 
(A.D. 177-192), is shown above. It depicts several Roman ships advancing toward 
a four-tiered lighthouse. Although just one player in this tableau, the lighthouse 
stands emblematic of Rome’s naval dominance in Africa. 

The remaining three of the Seven Wonders - the Great Pyramids of Giza, the 
Mausoleum of Halicarnassus, and the Hanging Gardens of Babylon - 
unfortunately do not appear on any ancient coins. 

The Mausoleum of Halicarnassus, a tomb named for the Carian Satrap 
Maussollus, however, can be amply represented by silver coins of the 4th century 
B.C. minted in the name of that famous ruler. One example appears below. They 
feature the crowned head of the god Apollo on the obverse and a figure of Zeus 
on the reverse with an inscription bearing the name of the satrap to his side. 



The word mausoleum is derived from the name of the Carian ruler, 
Maussollus, who issued this silver tetradrachm. Click image to enlarge. 



The Great Pyramids of Giza are the oldest of the Seven Wonders, and the only 
ones still standing. The earliest coins of Egypt were not minted until about 2,000 
years after the construction of the Pyramids. Therefore, a coin minted under the 
Persians, Greeks or Romans who ruled Egypt could stand in for the pyramids in a 
collection. One such silver tetradrachm is pictured below. 


This silver tetradrachm was issued for one of the first Greeks to rule over Egypt, 
Ptolemy I (323-282 B.C.). Click image to enlarge. 


The lack of numismatic evidence is especially unfortunate for the Hanging 
Gardens of Babylon given that their existence is frequently called into question. 
This is the most elusive wonder on the list: their exact location and appearance 
are totally unknown. Since the city of Babylon was the home of an active mint by 
the time of Alexander III ‘the Great’ in the late 4th century B.C., a Seven Wonders 
collection might be completed with any of the coins minted at Babylon, two 
examples of which are shown below. 



This silver ‘lion stater’ of the Syrian King Seleucus I (312-281 B.C.) 
is thought to have been struck at Babylon. Click image to enlarge. 



Likewise, this silver tetradrachm struck at the end of the lifetime of 
Alexander III the Great, ostensibly at Babylon. Click image to enlarge. 


Interested in reading more articles on Ancient coins? Click here 



Images courtesy of Classical Numismatic Group 
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Counterfeit Detection: NGC 
Identifies Counterfeit Large 
Cent and Half Cent 


Posted on 12/15/2015 

The newly made counterfeits were purposely damaged in an attempt to disguise 
their false origins. 

Early American coppers are a particularly unusual and interesting area of US 
numismatics. The collectors in this corner of the hobby pay particularly close 
attention to the many nuances of these coins and often collect by variety and even 
die-state. This subset of numismatics encompasses the first coins ever struck by 
the fledgling United States in 1793 through the discontinuation of the half cent and 
large cent in 1857. Unsurprisingly, the history of these coins adds immense 
interest, and often value, for collectors. 

NGC recently received two Early American coppers among a larger submission: a 
1796 Large Cent and an 1803 Half Cent. The 1796 Large Cent looks quite similar 
to many large cents of the era. Standards at the early Mint were not nearly as 
stringent back then, and planchets often had many defects, as did the finished 
products. However, an astute eye will note quite a few features that just don’t look 
right. 




Click images to enlarge. 


This coin is what is known as a transfer-die counterfeit. A genuine “host” coin is 
used to create a false die, which is then used to strike coins that are essentially 
identical to the host coin, albeit with a slight loss of detail. The problem with this 
type of counterfeiting is that every defect on the host coin shows up on all 
subsequent coins. For example, on this coin, the area behind the head is seen on 
other examples of this fake, as well as the depressed area in front of the face, 
likely from a hit on the genuine host coin. 

The reverse, too, has a couple repeating issues, most notably a depression under 
the “E” in “STATES.” A die crack can also be seen coming off the “O” in “OF” but 
this is a feature that could show up on genuine examples struck from the same 
dies which struck the host coin. This piece has also been artificially worn and 
even corroded in an attempt to hide issues. 

Many genuine Early American coppers of this era have pitting due to corrosion so 
by itself this is not necessarily a sign that the coin is counterfeit. The fact that 
many legitimate pieces are seen in low grades with corrosion helps a fake such as 
this to blend in. 

The 1803 Half Cent was also struck from transfer dies, but the host coin was likely 
of a higher grade. The spurious coin was not artificially worn or corroded, which 
allows for a much easier view of the repeating issues. 





Click images to enlarge. 


The large depression in the neck is seen on all examples of this rather deceptive 
counterfeit. Without a second example of this fake for comparison, one might think 
it was a simple hit. The same can be said about the depression in the “T” of 
“LIBERTY.” The major repeating issue on the reverse of this counterfeit is the 
large scratch above the “CE” of “CENT.” This scratch was on the authentic host 
coin and therefore has been transferred to all of the fakes struck from these phony 
dies. 

As you can see, counterfeits of early American coppers can look vastly different. 
Sometimes they can be artificially worn and corroded in an attempt to hide their 
spurious nature as was the case with the 1796 Large Cent. Other times, however, 
they can look like a relatively nice example that doesn’t raise much suspicion until 
you look closely for repeating issues. 

Interested in reading more articles on Counterfeit Detection? Click here. 
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USA Coin Album: December’s 
Children 


Posted on 12/17/2015 

No, this column is not going to be a review of a Rolling Stones album from 50 
years ago, though it was pretty good, instead. I’m going to look at some United 
States coins that were minted exclusively in December or, at least, starting in that 
month. 

The list is likely not complete, but these are a 
few of the memorable examples. 

The first entry is a really surprising one, as the 
resulting coins bear the date of the year 
following their production. No cents were coined 
with the date 1815, since the war with Britain 
that broke out in the summer of 1812 
suspended the shipment of copper planchets to 
the Philadelphia Mint. These ran out during 
1814, and neither the Mint nor any domestic 
manufacturer could provide a suitable substitute. News of a peace treaty signed in 
Belgium reached America early in 1815, and the Mint placed an order for 
planchets with the Soho Mint in Birmingham, England. These didn’t arrive until 
late in the year, but so desperate was the need for cents that the Mint began 
striking them immediately from dies that researcher R. W. Julian postulated were 
dated 1816. 

During the hiatus in cent production, a new design had been prepared to replace 
what we’ve come to know as the Classic Head type of 1808-14, and numismatists 
have labeled the cents of 1816-39 as the Coronet type. The subset of pieces 
dated 1816 to early 1835 are further known as the Matron Heads, and at least 
some of the 1816-dated pieces were coined in December, 1815. 






Another one of December’s Children is the 1912 San Francisco Mint nickel. Coins 
of this denomination had been shipped west to San Francisco from the 
Philadelphia Mint since at least the 1880s, and this begs the question of why the 
‘S’ Mint didn’t simply make its own pieces. The answer is found in the 1852 
authorizing act establishing that mint, which had limited its coin production to 
silver and gold. It was not until the half dime was abolished in 1873 that the need 
arose there for a replacement five-cent piece, and this required passage of a new 
law in 1906 that permitted all of the branch mints to strike minor coins (cents and 
nickels) when needed. 

It was not until December 24, 1912 that the San Francisco commenced coining 
nickels. The Philadelphia Mint had already concluded its production of Liberty 
Head nickels more than a week earlier, as the new Indian Head/Buffalo type was 
on deck for 1913. As it is, San Francisco produced a mere 238,000 1912-S 
nickels. On December 28th, the very first example coined was used by San 
Francisco Mayor James J. Rolph, Jr. to pay the initial fare on San Francisco’s 
Municipal Railway, which was itself a novelty in being the first publicly owned 
streetcar line. 

Another well known coin that just barely made it to production before year’s end is 
the 1916 Standing Liberty quarter dollar. All three of the new silver types 
introduced during 1916 had difficult gestation periods, but none more so than the 
quarter. In fact, the Mint would still be tinkering with its design during 1917. 

Determined to produce examples dated 1916, the Philadelphia Mint alone stuck 
pieces that year from dies that still needed some touching up to sharpen the 
design. A mere 52,000 quarters of the new type were struck December 16-31 
bearing the 1916 date, but these were withheld from release until the first batch of 
1917 quarters from sharpened hubs was ready to issue. In fact. Mint Director F. J. 
H. von Engelken wrote to the superintendents of the three mints on January 10 
asking them to hold back all new quarters from release until he informed them 
otherwise. His concern was not only to prevent hoarding of the low-mintage 1916 
coins, but also to address grievances from sculptor Hermon MacNeil about the 
Mint’s alteration of his original design. The artist’s complaints ultimately resulted in 
major revisions that became the Type 2 quarter minted starting in mid-1917, but 
von Engelken had no choice but to permit release of the existing pieces on 
January 17. 

The final coin on my list is the 1921 Peace Dollar, the only date of this type to be 
released for general circulation in its original high relief. Authorized late in the 
year, the first reverse prepared by sculptor Anthony de Francisci was met with 
criticism due to its inclusion of a broken sword (some viewed this as a sign of 



defeat rather than the end of war that the artist intended). In an amazing 
demonstration of his skill, U. S. Mint Chief Engraver George Morgan carefully 
reshaped the sword into part of the olive branch! This delayed coining until 
December 28, and frantic work over the next few days resulted in just over a 
million Peace dollars dated 1921. The initial release of these coins occurred on 
January 4, 1922. 

Problems in striking the coin’s high relief would doom the original hubs, and 
Morgan made new hub reductions for 1922’s coinage which drastically reduced 
the legends in particular. While this resulted in a satisfactory number of strikes per 
die, the Peace dollar lost its boldness, and the legends were rendered incomplete 
with just moderate wear. 

David W. Lange's column, “USA Coin Album,” appears monthly In The 
Numismatist, the official publication of the American Numismatic Association. 
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Chinese Pandas: The Panda 
Family Grows by Two 

Posted by Peter Anthony on 12/17/2015 


Beijing International Coin Expo features the 2016 Panda lineup. 


The Beijing International Coin Expo is always a big event, but I was really 
impressed by the crowd as I walked up to the China National Convention Center 
early one cold November morning. It turned out, though, that it was the day of the 
Beijing Marathon and the crowd was there to cheer on the runners. As the 
competitors huffed and puffed their way past me I thought that it was better 
running weather than watching weather and continued on to the coin show. 

If bigger is better, the 2015 Beijing International Coin Expo was the place for 
Chinese numismatists to be. From November 7-9, 2015 it had something for 
everyone. There is always a strong contingent of foreign mints with interesting 
exhibits. I particularly liked the fellow at the Austrian booth who wore a white wig 
and a waistcoat. 


Panda collectors might have been the biggest winners at this Expo. On the first 
day the entire 2016 Panda lineup was introduced at a ceremony at the 
Intercontinental Hotel across the street from the convention center. It led off with a 
video that featured an interview with 2016 Panda artist Zhao Qiang (“Rocky”). He 
talked about the significance of the Panda on the coins. For the first time ever the 
name of the animal on the coin is known. 2016 features Ping Ping, a Panda at the 
Wuhan Zoo in Hebei Province. Ping Ping means peace or quiet contemplation. 



Rocky Zhao, the artist for the 2016 Pandas, together with two new Panda denominations. 

Click image to enlarge. 


The video demonstrated the steps that go into the creation and production of the 
coins. After it ended, the mintages for all Panda coins were announced. Then 
came a charming film about Ping Ping, who has been adopted by China Gold 
Coin, and is beautifully portrayed on the coins. Last but not least, a contest was 
held to randomly give away ten silver Pandas. It was an exciting moment, 
especially for the winners. They took the stage to receive their prizes. When the 
presentation was over, the guests were invited to linger and examine Panda coin 
displays at the rear of the ballroom. The most impressive coin was a pattern 1991 
5 kg. Gold Panda struck at the Shenyang Mint. 

The 2016 Pandas were officially released to the public the next day. A complete 
2016 set of silver and gold BU coins were on display with limited quantities on 
sale at the China Gold Coin booth. The proof denominations were shown, but 
weren’t offered to buyers. 

The 2016 Pandas have changed in many respects since last year. To begin with 
they now all conform to the metric instead of avoirdupois weight system. Here is 
the complete lineup with mintages: 


Denomination 


Weight 

Mintage 

Gold 10 Yuan 

BU 

1 gm 

600,000 

Gold 50 Yuan 

BU 

3gm 

600,000 

Gold 100 Yuan 

BU 

8gm 

600,000 

Gold 200 Yuan 

BU 

15 gm 

600,000 






Gold 500 Yuan 

BU 

30 gm 

600,000 

Gold 800 Yuan 

PF 

50 gm 

20,000 

Gold 1,500 Yuan 

PF 

100 gm 

10,000 

Gold 2,000 Yuan 

PF 

150 gm 

5,000 

Gold 10,000 Yuan 

PF 

1,000 gm 

500 

Silver 10 Yuan 

BU 

30 gm 

8,000,000 

Silver 50 Yuan 

PF 

150 gm 

50,000 

Silver 300 Yuan 

PF 

1,000 gm 

20,000 


One noticeable change is that Pandas have gotten back their weight and fineness 
markings after a one-year hiatus. It looks like the 2015 coins will be a one-year 
type as the only Pandas with a denomination, but without those indications. 

Perhaps the most exciting development is that the Panda coin family has two new 
members. 2016 is the first year for 800 Yuan and 1,500 Yuan gold Pandas. The 
800 Yuan may prove to be particularly attractive to collectors. It is larger in 
diameter than the 500 Yuan coin and contains about 1 2/3 oz. of gold. The larger 
diameter really allows the beauty of the design to shine. My late friend Nick Brown 
was a great proponent of the larger size coins for this very reason and I expect 
many will find this size to be just about perfect. The 20,000 mintage is tiny 
compared to the 600,000 for the 500 Yuan coins. It will be interesting to see how 
long the supply lasts before it sells out. The proof Pandas are expected to arrive 
at dealers in the first part of 2016. Happy New Year! 

Peter Anthony is an expert on Chinese modern coins with a particuiar focus on 
Panda coins. He is an analyst for the NGC Chinese Modern Coin Price Guide as 
well as a consultant on Chinese modern coins. 
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From the NGC Archives: 1846 O 
Coronet Half Eagle 

Posted on 12/17/2015 


New Orleans was an important point of entry for bullion traveling into and out of 
the United States before the Civil War. 


To avoid the costs and risks associated with transporting this metal overland or by 
sea to the mint in Philadelphia, a local branch of that institution was opened in the 
Crescent City in 1838. 



Most known specimens grade no better than VF or EF, and I have seen only one 
uncirculated example. Thus did gold authority David Akers describe the 1846-0 
Half Eagle in his fine reference book on that series. Only 58,000 examples were 
coined, and this one is easily among the finest survivors. Extremely well struck for 
a gold coin from a southern mint, it is also pleasingly prooflike. Pedigreed to the 
fabulous collection of Louis Eliasberg, Sr., this choice specimen appeared as Lot 
442 in Bowers & Ruddys 1982 sale of the US Gold Coin Collection. 

Are you interested in learning more about these coins? Click here to visit the NGC 
Coin Explorer and read on. 
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Stack’s Bowers Galleries 2016 
NYINC Auction to Kick Off the 
New Year 


Posted by Stack's Bowers on 12/17/2015 

Over 2,800 lots of rare ancient coins, world coins and banknotes will be featured 
in Stack’s Bowers Galleries Jan. 8-9 New York International Numismatic 
Convention (NYINC) auction. 

Stack’s Bowers Galleries is pleased to announce details of their upcoming New 
York International Numismatic Convention (NYINC) sale of world coins, world 
paper money and ancient coins to be held January 8-9, 2016, at the Waldorf 
Astoria Hotel in beautiful New York City. 

After a highly successful year of auction activity in 2015, Stack’s Bowers Galleries 
opens the New Year with the annual NYINC sale, featuring over 2,800 lots of 
world material, a substantial increase from last year’s NYINC sale. The Showcase 
Auction is anchored this year by several prestigious collections, including Part III 
of the Syracuse Collection of highly prized Greek and Roman issues and the 
legendary Lennart Philipson Collection of Swedish coinage. Other notable 
consignments include the Groh Collection of Czechoslovakia gold (a spectacular 
grouping of the highest quality), as well as the Dr. Michael Phillip Collection. 

This year’s sale commences at 6:30 PM ET on the evening of Friday, January 8 
with the Ancients Session, comprising over 200 lots. Rarities consist of a Starr 
Group Athens Drachm in pristine condition as well as four magnificent Syracuse 
Decadrachms, including an example signed by Kimon. 

Continuing onward that same evening, the very best of the Lennart Philipson 
Collection will be presented in a dedicated 100-lot session. This is a treasure of 
Swedish numismatics of the highest desirability, with many coins the finest or 
nearly finest graded - quality and rarity combined. Beginning with items from the 



16th century, the collection covers every monarch to have ruled Sweden, and 
includes such rarities as a 1594 Sigismund Daler (one of two Sigismund Dalers in 
the session). Other notable runs within the collection feature a series of coins 
struck under Karl XIV Johan, with six glistening issues in gold, including several 
pedigreed to the Louis Eliasberg Collection. 

The evening concludes with world coins, over 250 lots in all, covering Afghanistan 
to France. The depth and breadth is astonishing, with Albanian coinage that 
includes a 100 Franga in MS 64, multiple Proves, plus a 1986 platinum Essai from 
a mintage of seven pieces. Before countries beginning with the letter “A” have 
concluded, other notable entries will cross the block such as a trio of Mint State 
Austrian Netherlands issues (in both gold and silver) from the Brabant Revolution 
of 1790. For collectors of world gold who insist upon the best, do not miss lot 
40201 from Brazil, a 20,000 Reis dated 1900 and graded MS 66 by NGC. Not 
only is it the finest graded for the date, it is also the single finest graded example 
for the entire 27-year series. 

Other highly pursued coins hail from pre-confederation Canada, including several 
from the Q. David Bowers Collection. A New Brunswick 1843 Penny graded Proof 
65 BN by NGC is sure to draw intense interest. Immediately after Canada, a bevy 
of Spanish Colonial coinage will be offered, including a 1791/0 Transitional 4 
Reales from Chile graded MS 63 by NGC, as well as over two dozen high grade 
gold coins from Colombia. The catalog also reveals page after page of French 
coinage, again featuring many gold types such as an 1853 uniface pattern 5 
Franc Essai in gold for Louis Napoleon III. 

On Saturday morning, at 9:00 AM ET, Session B will begin, with over 200 lots of 
world paper money. Notable banknotes include lot 50189, a 1927 Palestine 5 
Pounds in PMG VF 20 that is sure to pique interest, a Sweden 1952 Sveriges 
Riksbank 1,000 Kroner in PMG 66, and a 1965 West African States 5,000 Francs 
in PMG 64. The remainder of Saturday afternoon is left open to allow a chance to 
peruse the bourse floor, before bidding reconvenes that evening at 6:30 PM ET 
with Session C, the remainder of the world coin lots starting with German East 
Africa. 

Multiple Taler issues abound through the Brunswick-Wolfenbuttel section, with 
Taler, 2 Taler, 3 Taler, 4 Taler, 6 Taler and 10 Taler coins up for bid. In gold, be 
sure to view the ca.1658 Frankfurt Medallic 5 Ducat struck for the coronation of 
Leopold I. Leaping across the channel to Great Britain, the hammered gold 
offering features multiple MS 63 gold Nobles from Edward III, a gold Sovereign 
from Elizabeth I, and several gold Ryals from James I grading as high as MS 64 
and is certain to produce a pandemonium of bidding. If more recent coinage from 



England is to your tastes, consider lot 41081, a uniface 1926 pattern Crown that is 
unique! 


The Italian section presents a cornucopia of States coinage, with heavy emphasis 
on Papal States before moving on to early 20th century issues such as a 1905-R 
Italy 100 Lire in MS-62 and a Prova 1914-R Italy 5 Lire in MS-65. Other exotic 
coins include an 1891 Madagascar Pattern Kirobo struck for Queen Ranavalona 
in SP-62, the only example in existence, as well as a highly desirable Siege of 
Malta 30 Tari ingot dated 1800. As is always the case, Mexico is well represented, 
with many gold 8 Escudos coins pedigreed to the Archer M. Huntington 
Collection. 

Very rare, extremely rare, almost extremely rare - how does one describe an AH 
1201 Moroccan 10 Mithquals (10 Riyals) when there are perhaps fewer than 10 
known examples? Tied for finest graded, the piece will be high on the list of many 
serious world gold coin bidders. From here the sale progresses to coinage from 
the Netherlands, including multiple hoards of gold Ducats, before focusing on the 
coinage of Peru. Without question the highlight from that nation will be lot 41328, 
a South Peru 8 Escudos graded MS 62 by NGC and struck on a fully problem-free 
planchet. 

As the sale winds down, coin after coin will appear that would individually qualify 
as the “grand crescendo,” only to be exceeded a few lots later by another coin 
even more spectacular! A Portuguese 10 Cruzados from the reign of Manuel I 
(1495-1521) is followed a few lots later by the finest graded 1885-B Romania 5 
Lei in MS 63, leading to a procession of Russian rarities that are capable 
attracting the envy of a museum curator. Offered are multiple examples of the rare 
Peter the Great Tynf, including an almost unheard of 1709/8 overdate, plus a 
comprehensive offering of Ruble coinage from nearly every Russian ruler of the 
18th and 19th centuries. Catherine the Great gold, a pattern Paul I novodel Ruble, 
multiple proof Poltinas, scads of commemoratives including the 1914 Gangut, and 
finally multiple early Soviet die pairs, all are sure to draw a frenzy of bidder 
activity. 

Finally, beginning on Tuesday, January 12, at 10:00 AM PT, the Internet Only 
Session D will begin, with Session E commencing at the same time the following 
day. With over 1,500 lots (well over double the size of last year’s sale) the overall 
quality of the material offered is some of the finest Stack’s Bowers had presented 
in an Internet-only session. Notable offerings include lot 31224, a Mint State 
Byzantine Solidus sporting 5/5 Strike and 5/5 Surfaces, and lot 42215, an MS 63 
gold 1847 Costa Rica >4 Escudo. 



Lot viewing prior to the sale will be available, by appointment only, at the Stack’s 
Bowers Santa Ana office December 15-18, and 21; by appointment only at the 
firm’s New York store December 29-31 and January 2-4, and without appointment 
starting Wednesday, January 6th in the Morgan Suite at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel. 

And of course no announcement would be complete without a reminder that when 
you are ready to sell. Stack’s Bowers Galleries is your best choice, offering 
professional handling of your collection, with a proven track record successful 
sales. Currently, the firm is accepting consignments for their 2016 ANA World’s 
Fair of Money auction and the April 2016 Hong Kong sale. For more information, 
call 949-253-0916 or email info@stacksbowers.com. 

This is a guest articie. The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their 
author and are not necessariiy the thoughts of the Certified Coiiectibies Group. 
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